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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . This office action is in response to communications filed 09/30/2008. Claims 1- 
20 are cancelled. Claim 21-40 are new and pending. 



Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 09/30/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive and newly added claims are moot in view of the new ground(s) of 
rejection. See the new rejection below. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 21-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
US PG Pub 2002/0194599 to Mountain (hereafter referenced as Mountain) in view of 
US Patent 6,763,522 to Kondo (hereafter referenced as Kondo). 

Regarding claim 21, "a method for operating a television apparatus" reads 
on the method that provides next program information (abstract and 1J0008) 



disclosed by Mountain and represented in Fig. 2A. 
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As to "the method comprising steps of: tuning a channel" Mountain 
discloses (U0025) that user selects channel to watch. 

As to "receiving updated program information from a broadcaster while 
said channel is tuned" Mountain discloses (U0022) that broadcast data receiver 
receives and processes television program data (EPG) for the selected channels. 

As to "enabling display of said banner using said updated program 
information in response to determining that said banner is not currently 
displayed" Mountain discloses (U0023) that the message display is generated 
and indicates viewer that a new program can be viewed on the same channel as 
represented in Figs. 2A-2C. 

Mountain meets all the limitations of the claim except "program information 
is received while channel is tuned." However, Kondo discloses (col.4, lines 25- 
40; col. 7, lines 59-65) that once a channel has been selected, the current 
broadcasting information for that channel is received and stored the memory. As 
to "determining if a banner is currently displayed in response to receiving said 
updated program information" Kondo discloses (col.11, lines 7-9, 52-54) that the 
system checks to determine if the updated program information for the current 
tuned channel is present in transport stream and displays future programming 
information on the display. As to "updating said banner using said updated 
program information in response to determining that said banner is currently 
displayed" Kondo discloses (col.7, lines 46-48) that the tuner in receiver 
constantly receives and refreshes graphic panel for future events with newly 
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received program streams. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of the 
ordinary skills in the art at the time of the invention to modify Mountain's system 
by refreshing graphic panel with updated EPG information as taught by Kondo in 
order to provide viewer with up-to-minute events schedule information (col. 12, 
lines 46-48). 

Regarding claim 22, "the method wherein said banner includes 
information for a future program on said channel" Mountain discloses (U0008) 
that the receiver receives data for next program which is about to start as 
represented in Fig. 2A. 

Regarding claim 23, "the method wherein said banner includes at least 
one of: a title of said future program, a starting time of said future program, and a 
duration of said future program" Mountain discloses (U0023) that the displaying 
information provided includes the program title, start time, channel number, etc. 
as represented in Figs. 2A-2C. 

Regarding claim 24, "the method wherein said updated program 
information is received from said broadcaster without being requested by said 
television apparatus" Kondo discloses (col. 12, lines 42-46) that the system 
automatically receives and updates program information in the receiver. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skills in the art at 
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the time of the invention to modify Mountain's system by refreshing graphic panel 
with updated EPG information as taught by Kondo in order to provide viewer with 
up-to-minute events schedule information (col. 12, lines 46-48). 

Regarding claim 25, "the method wherein said updated program 
information includes an updated electronic program guide" Kondo discloses 
(abstract and col. 12, lines 63-64) that the receiver continuously receives 
elementary streams that includes program guide information. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of the ordinary skills in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Mountain's system by refreshing graphic panel with updated 
EPG information as taught by Kondo in order to provide viewer with up-to-minute 
events schedule information (col. 12, lines 46-48). 

Regarding claim 26, "the method wherein said banner is automatically 
displayed within a predetermined time period before a current program on said 
channel ends" Mountain discloses fl[0007) that the display for the next program 
remains on the TV screen for a predetermined period of time. 

Regarding claim 27, "the method wherein said predetermined time period 
is selected by a user" Kondo discloses (col.7, lines 25-28) that the future event 
information displayed in scrolling textual field is controllable by the user to control 
scroll parameters. In addition, same motivation is used as to reject claim 21 . 
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Regarding claim 28, "a television apparatus" reads on the television 
system that provides next program information (abstract and 1J0008) disclosed by 
Mountain and represented in Fig. 2A. 

As to "apparatus comprising: means for tuning a channel" Mountain 
discloses (H0025) that user selects channel to watch. 

As to "means for receiving updated program information from a 
broadcaster while said channel is tuned" Mountain discloses (U0022) that 
broadcast data receiver receives and processes television program data (EPG) 
for the selected channels. 

As to "wherein said banner is displayed using said updated program 
information in response to said determining means determining that said banner 
is not currently displayed" Mountain discloses (U0023) that the message display 
is generated and indicates viewer that a new program can be viewed on the 
same channel as represented in Figs. 2A-2C. 

Mountain meets all the limitations of the claim except "program information 
is received while channel is tuned." However, Kondo discloses (col.4, lines 25- 
40; col. 7, lines 59-65) that once a channel has been selected, the current 
broadcasting information for that channel is received and stored the memory. As 
to "means for determining if a banner is currently displayed in response to 
receiving said updated program information" Kondo discloses (col.1 1 , lines 7-9, 
52-54) that the system checks to determine if the updated program information 
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for the current tuned channel is present in transport stream and displays future 
programming information on the display. As to "said banner is updated using 
said updated program information in response to said determining means 
determining that said banner is currently displayed" Kondo discloses (col. 7, lines 
46-48) that the tuner in receiver constantly receives and refreshes graphic panel 
for future events with newly received program streams. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of the ordinary skills in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Mountain's system by refreshing graphic panel with updated EPG 
information as taught by Kondo in order to provide viewer with up-to-minute 
events schedule information (col. 12, lines 46-48). 

Regarding claim 29, "the television apparatus wherein said banner 
includes information for a future program on said channel" Mountain discloses 
(U0008) that the receiver receives data for next program which is about to start as 
represented in Fig. 2A. 

Regarding claim 30, "the television apparatus wherein said banner 
includes at least one of: a title of said future program, a starting time of said 
future program, and a duration of said future program" Mountain discloses 
(110023) that the displaying information provided includes the program title, start 
time, channel number, etc. as represented in Figs. 2A-2C. 
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Regarding claim 31, "the television apparatus wherein said updated 
program information is received from said broadcaster without being requested 
by said television apparatus" Kondo discloses (col. 12, lines 42-46) that the 
system automatically receives and updates program information in the receiver. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skills in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify Mountain's system by refreshing graphic panel 
with updated EPG information as taught by Kondo in order to provide viewer with 
up-to-minute events schedule information (col. 12, lines 46-48). 

Regarding claim 32, "the television apparatus wherein said updated 
program information includes an updated electronic program guide" Kondo 
discloses (abstract and col. 12, lines 63-64) that the receiver continuously 
receives elementary streams that includes program guide information. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skills in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify Mountain's system by refreshing graphic panel 
with updated EPG information as taught by Kondo in order to provide viewer with 
up-to-minute events schedule information (col. 12, lines 46-48). 

Regarding claim 33, "the television apparatus wherein said banner is 
automatically displayed within a predetermined time period before a current 
program on said channel ends" Mountain discloses 010007) that the display for 
the next program remains on the TV screen for a predetermined period of time. 
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Regarding claim 34, "the television apparatus wherein said predetermined 
time period is selected by a user" Kondo discloses (col. 7, lines 25-28) that the 
future event information displayed in scrolling textual field is controllable by the 
user to control scroll parameters. In addition, same motivation is used as to 
reject claim 21. 

Regarding claim 35, "a television apparatus" reads on the television 
system that provides next program information (abstract and TJ0008) disclosed by 
Mountain and represented in Fig. 2A. 

As to "apparatus comprising: a tuner operative to tune a channel" 
Mountain discloses (U0025) that user selects channel to watch. 

As to "an input operative to receive updated program information from a 
broadcaster while said channel is tuned" Mountain discloses (U0022) that 
broadcast data receiver receives and processes television program data (EPG) 
for the selected channels. 

As to ""wherein said banner is displayed using said updated program 
information in response to said processor determining that said banner is not 
currently displayed" Mountain discloses (U0023) that the message display is 
generated and indicates viewer that a new program can be viewed on the same 
channel as represented in Figs. 2A-2C. 
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Mountain meets all the limitations of the claim except "program information 
is received while channel is tuned." However, Kondo discloses (col.4, lines 25- 
40; col. 7, lines 59-65) that once a channel has been selected, the current 
broadcasting information for that channel is received and stored the memory. As 
to "a processor operative to determine if a banner is currently displayed in 
response to receipt of said updated program information" Kondo discloses 
(col.1 1 , lines 7-9, 52-54) that the system checks to determine if the updated 
program information for the current tuned channel is present in transport stream 
and displays future programming information on the display. As to "said banner 
is updated using said updated program information in response to said processor 
determining that said banner is currently displayed" Kondo discloses (col. 7, lines 
46-48) that the tuner in receiver constantly receives and refreshes graphic panel 
for future events with newly received program streams. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of the ordinary skills in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Mountain's system by refreshing graphic panel with updated EPG 
information as taught by Kondo in order to provide viewer with up-to-minute 
events schedule information (col. 12, lines 46-48). 

Regarding claim 36, "the television apparatus wherein said banner 
includes information for a future program on said channel" Mountain discloses 
(110008) that the receiver receives data for next program which is about to start as 
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represented in Fig. 2A. 

Regarding claim 37, "the television apparatus wherein said banner 
includes at least one of: a title of said future program, a starting time of said 
future program, and a duration of said future program" Mountain discloses 
010023) that the displaying information provided includes the program title, start 
time, channel number, etc. as represented in Figs. 2A-2C. 

Regarding claim 38, "the television apparatus wherein said updated 
program information is received from said broadcaster without being requested 
by said television apparatus" Kondo discloses (col. 12, lines 42-46) that the 
system automatically receives and updates program information in the receiver. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skills in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify Mountain's system by refreshing graphic panel 
with updated EPG information as taught by Kondo in order to provide viewer with 
up-to-minute events schedule information (col. 12, lines 46-48). 

Regarding claim 39, "the television apparatus wherein said banner is 
automatically displayed within a predetermined time period before a current 
program on said channel ends" Mountain discloses 010007) that the display for 
the next program remains on the TV screen for a predetermined period of time. 
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Regarding claim 40, "the television apparatus wherein said predetermined 
time period is selected by a user" Kondo discloses (col. 7, lines 25-28) that the 
future event information displayed in scrolling textual field is controllable by the 
user to control scroll parameters. In addition, same motivation is used as to 
reject claim 21. 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PINKAL CHOKSHI whose telephone number is (571) 
270-3317. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8 - 5 pm (Alt. 
Friday off). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Pendleton can be reached on 571-272-7527. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner, Art Unit 2425 
/Brian T. Pendleton/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2425 



